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The NPPF and NPPG – what are they? 

• The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the government’s 

planning policies for England and how they are expected to be applied. 

• NPPF has 12 core planning principles include that planning should: 

“take account of and support local strategies to improve health, social 

and cultural wellbeing for all, and deliver sufficient community and 

cultural facilities and services to meet local needs.” 

• The National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) is a web-based resource. 

It provides a consolidated set of planning guidance material that replaces 

numerous previous guidance documents. 

 

NPPG and NPPF: http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/ 

http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/


The NPPF and the NPPG 

• Promoting healthy communities  

– Open space; Natural Environment; Neighbourhood Planning; Health and 

Wellbeing 

 

• Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding and coastal change  

– Renewable and Low Carbon Energy; Flood Risk and Coastal Change; Climate 

Change 

 

• Promoting Sustainable Transport 

– Travel plans, transport assessments and statements in decision-taking; air quality 

 

• Delivering a wide choice of high quality homes 

– Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment; Environmental Impact 

Assessment; Rural Housing 
 

 

 
 



NPPF Key Messages: Promoting Healthy 

Communities 
“The planning system can play an important role in facilitating social interaction and 

creating healthy, inclusive communities. Local planning authorities should create a shared 

vision with communities of the residential environment and facilities they wish to see.” 
 

This section covers the need to: 

• Promote opportunities for meetings between members of the community 

who might not otherwise come into contact with each other  

• Promote safe and accessible environments/developments 

• Deliver the social, recreational and cultural facilities and services the 

community needs 

• Ensure that a sufficient choice of school places is available to meet the 

needs of existing and new communities 

• Ensure access to high quality open spaces and opportunities for sport and 

recreation 

• Protect and enhance public rights of way and access 
 

“Local planning authorities should take a positive and collaborative approach…” 



NPPF Key Messages: Meeting the 

challenge of climate change, flooding 

and coastal change  
“Planning plays a key role in helping shape places to secure radical reductions in 

greenhouse gas emissions, minimising vulnerability and providing resilience to the 

impacts of climate change, and supporting the delivery of renewable and low carbon 

energy and associated infrastructure. This is central to the economic, social and 

environmental dimensions of sustainable development.” 

“Local planning authorities should adopt proactive strategies to mitigate and adapt to 

climate change…” 

 

LPAs should: 

• Plan for new development in ways which reduce GHG emissions 

• Actively support energy efficiency improvements to existing buildings 

• Have a positive strategy to promote renewable and low carbon energy, 

while ensuring that adverse impacts are addressed satisfactorily 

• Take account of climate change over the longer term, including factors such 

as flood risk, coastal change, water supply and changes to biodiversity and 

landscape. 



NPPF Key Messages: Promoting 

Sustainable Transport 

“Transport policies have an important role to play in facilitating sustainable development 

but also in contributing to wider sustainability and health objectives” 

 

LPAs should: 

• Encourage solutions which support reductions in greenhouse gas emissions 

and reduce congestion. 

• Protect and exploit opportunities for the use of sustainable transport modes 

(e.g. walking and cycling) for the movement of goods or people  

• Aim for a balance of land uses within an area/large residential development 

so that people can be encouraged to minimise journey lengths for 

employment, shopping, leisure, education and other activities 



NPPF Key Messages: Delivering a wide 

choice of high quality homes 

 LPAs should: 

• use their evidence base to ensure that their Local Plan meets the full, 

objectively assessed needs for market and affordable housing in the 

housing market area 

• plan for a mix of housing based on current and future demographic trends, 

market trends and the needs of different groups in the community 

• where they have identified that affordable housing is needed, set policies 

for meeting this need on site, unless off-site provision or a financial 

contribution of broadly equivalent value can be robustly justified 

• Where appropriate, plan for larger scale development, such as new 

settlements or extensions to existing villages and towns that follow the 

principles of Garden Cities. 

• Cooperate with neighbouring authorities in planning to meet housing need 

• In rural areas, locate housing where it will enhance or maintain the vitality 

of rural communities 



Health and Wellbeing in the NPPG – Key 

Messages 

• The built and natural environments are major determinants of health 
and wellbeing. 

• Therefore LPAs should ensure that health and wellbeing, and health 
infrastructure are considered in local and neighbourhood plans and in 
planning decision making.  

• LPAs should engage with relevant organisations when carrying out 
their planning function to ensure that local strategies to improve health 
and wellbeing and the provision of needed health infrastructure are 
supported and taken into account in local/neighbourhood planning and 
when determining planning applications. 

• Key issues to address include: making physical activity easy to do (e.g. 
green open space); promoting active travel; access to healthy food; 
creating places and spaces to meet (that are accessible to all) to 
support community engagement and social capital; health inequality; 
health infrastructure needs; pollution. 


